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using numbered or colored leg bands o prevent inbreeding.

* Force mating can be accomplished by placing the desired
mute and female pigeons wgether. gither in enclosed nest
boxes or in uitable pens, with feed and water, for nhout 2
weeks,

Tomvoid fighting and breaking of ezgs, place only mated
birds in the same pen. Mated breeders should be disturbed as
little as possible and may remain together for life. The mates
of dead birds should be removed, and it may be necessary
10 mate high-producing females with younger, more vigoroas
males;

Muating should be staggered to allow continuous
production, Each pair of brecders should produce 12 squabs per
year. During the main breeding season {spring and summer)
i pair of pigeons will produce squabs ready for market every
4 weeks. Sixty per cent of the squab crop will be produced in
this main breeding season,

As with laying hens, artificial light can be used 1o shift
the peak of production from spring to autumn, There is no
particular advantage to be gained by artificial lighting, as
demand for wble pigeons is currently greater than supply,



Breading and rearing of pigeons

Abstract
No doubt that, pigeon farmung is very interesting,
profitable and pigeons are very popular domestic bird. Pigeons
are considered ns the symbol of peace, Almost all types of
people who have facalities love to raise some pigeon in their
home. Pigeon farming require less labor and low investment.
Exen you can also raise und take care of them during vour in
leisure time. The meat of baby pigeon (squab) is very tasty,
mutritious und restorative. Squabs also have huge demund and
price in the marker. On {he other hand pigeon farming cun
be & greal source of some extra mcome and entertainment.
Raising pigeons using modern methods s very profitable:
than traditional way. So 1o be successful in pigeon farming
business, use modern rearing techmigues and ke pood care of
your birds. Here we are describing more aboul the advantages
of pigeon farming and steps for starting this lucrative business,
Pigean Breeds: '
There are about three hundred pigeon breeds available
around the world. Pigeon breeds are of twio types which are
deseribed below,
* Meat Productive Breeds: Egyptian Jocal pigeons White
king Silver king eic: are meat pmdu?:tivn pigeons.

i
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« Entertaining: Moyurponkhi, Shirazi, Lohore, Fantail,
Jacobin, Failback, Maodena, Trumpeter, Trubit, Mukhi.
Giribaz, Templar, ele. are most popular entertaining
pigeons,

Housing:

Housing is very important factor for pigeon farming.
for maximum production and minimum disease risk. house
pigeons in comfortable dry quarters, preferably facing north-
cast. good ventilation and plenty of sunlight will keep the
house dry.

Breeders can be housed either in a building with a flight
area, or under fully intensive conditions. 1f wire floors are
used, mesh should be not less than 18 gauge and 25 mm x 50
mm, or its equivalent. A breeding pair of pigeons needs a total
foor area of about 0.6 m2. including 0.4 m2 nest area. Each
pen should house 25-30 pairs of breeders.

A skillion-roofed shed (see photo below) is probably the
mast economical type of building. A comfortable shed height
would be 2 m at the back and 2.25 m at the front.

A 10 cm covering of wood shavings on the floor helps keep

the shed dry. Build concrete or wooden loors where sheds are

on poorly drained land. Provide perches in both the house and
the flight area at several levels. |
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Mests:

Double nests are essential. The female usually starts
fuying before the squabs are old enough to leave the nest
enabling the cock bird 1o continie feeding the squabs until
they are ready for marketing.

A double nest hax for o pair of pigeons should be about
At em high and 60 cm wide and partitioned in the centre 1©
provide 30 cm for each nesting box nesis should be 40 cm
deep and finted with a 20 em wide extersal platform o allow
pigeon’s easy access (o the nest,

Nest bowls can be placed in the nesting boxes to facilitate
cleamng, A bourd can alse be fitted in front of and running the
full length of the box o prevent nesting material from spilling.

Coarse muterinls such as pine needles, striw and wood
material on i rack in & comer of the shed to prevent wmﬁge.
The pigeons will then ke their reguirements from this
supply during the breeding season. Floor nesting should be
discournged, as squabs on the fioor are prone (o cannibalism.
Life evele:

Generally, pigeons are raised in pair. One pair of male and
female pigeon stiys together for their whole life. They can
survive for about 12 to 15 vears. Male and female both collect



straw together and build a small nest for them to live. Female

pigeon start laying eggs at the age of 56 months of age. They

lay two eggs every time and their breeding capability stays for
about 5 years. Both male and female pigeons hatch the eggs.

Usually it takes about 17 - 18 days to hatch the eggs.

A pair of breeders should produce 12 marketable squabs a
year with an average live weight of 450-700 g. Cull breeders
that do not attain this standard. Pigeons may be mated from
the age of 6 manths, Some females will have a useful breeding
life of up to 10 years and males may be used successfully up to
5 years of age. It is difficult to tell the age and sex of pigeons,
so buy only from reputable breeding organizations.

« The female is usually smaller than the male and is finer in
the head. The female waddles rather than walks, and she
holds her tail higher than the male does. The pelvic bones
are spaced further apart in the female.

= The male is larger and more aggressive and makes a louder
cooing noise he tends 1o strut around the female during the
mating season.

« Breeding pairs may be allowed to select their own mates,
or they may be force mated:

« With natural mating, pairs can be identified by the male
strutting around his mate. Mated pairs should be identified

Emn !wmwwm P13 S V) g b



Egg production:

Generally, male and female pigeon stay in pairs during
laying period they collect straw and make a small nest. Female
pigeon start laying eggs when they reach 5 to 6 months of age.
They lay a pair of egg after every one month, Both male and
female pigeon hateh the eggs one after another, It takes about
17 to 18 days to hatch the eggs. I artificial nest needed. make
it, As the eggs are very small in size, so squab production is
very profitable than consuming the eggs.

Hatching and rearing:

The incubation period of pigeon eggs is 17 days there is
often a break of | or 2 days between the laying of the first and
second eggs; because of this, the first squab may not hatch
until the 18th or 19th day. Both parents build the nests and take
turns to sit on the eggs the hen will usually start laying again
when the squabs are 2 weeks old. Although both parents will
feed the squabs most feeding will be left to the male after the
next eggs are laid. As the hen starts laying before the
have left the nest, you must provide a double nest 1o prevent
disturbance of the squabs and interruption of egg incubation.
Since the parents will feed the squabs you should not need 1o
dlisturb the birds — in fact the birds must not be disturbed during
feeding. If one of the squabs dies in the first couple of weeks
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1l i possible 1o put another one in with the semuining squab il
it ix aboul the same age and size. This allows the mated pair
that are now without i squab to begin laying sooner than if the
sguab had not heen removed.

Feeding:

Figeons generally eat wheat, maize, paddy, rice, enumel,
legume, triticum aestivus mustard, gram a!_c.‘l'{n":jsp ﬁﬁdﬂs in
fromt of their house and they will take the food by themselves.
You have 1o serve them balanced feed for proper growing.
good health and for proper production. You can also serve
them balanced feed, prepared for the chickens. Pigeon feed
should contain 15 -16 % protein, Every pigeon consume
35- 50 grams of grainy feed duly. For fast growing of baby
pigeon and for nutrition of adult, feed them oyster shell lme
stone, bone powder salt greet mixture. mineral mixture etc.
with their regular feed. Along with this, feed them some green
vegetables daily.

Baby Pigeon's Feed:

Baby pigecns (squab) don’t need extrn feed for 57 days.
They take crop milk from their parents stomuch. This is kiown
as pigeon milk. Male and female pigean feed their baby in this
way Tor 10 days. Afier that, they become able to fly and feed
themselves by their own, Keep fresh feed and clean water near

fttinlacind X1



Water:

Keep water pot near their house they will drink and take
bath from that water pot clean the water pot daily try to serve
them sufficient amount of clean water always,

Diseases:

Diseases in pigeons are comparatively less than any other
poultry birds. They suffers by IB Paratyphoid Cholera, pox,
Newcastle Influenza etc. Besides this they can also suffer by
various louse and malnutritious diseases. Remedy methods of
some pigeon diseases ure described below :-

» Follow the advice of an experienced veterinarian.

» Keep the pigeon house clean and germ free.

- Separate the disease affected bird from healthy birds.

¢ Vaccinate them timely.

= Keep them free from worms.

« Feed them balanced food 1o prevent malnutritious discases.
« Use medicine for removing louse from their bady.
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