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ON THE TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS

by John Adams
2002

A New York Philharmonic and Lincoln Center’s Great Performers co-commission.
This work was commissioned with the generous support of a longtime New York family

in honor of the heroes and in memory of the victims of the attacks of September 11, 2001.

World premiere, September 19, 2002
Avery Fisher Hall, New York City
New York Philharmonic; Lorin Maazel, music director
New York Choral Artists; Joseph Flummerfelt, director
Brooklyn Youth Chorus; Dianne Berkun, director
Conductor: Lorin Maazel

Instrumentation

Piccolo
3 Flutes
(Flute 3 doubles Piccolo 2)
3 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet in Bb
Contrabass Clarinet in Bb
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
4 Trumpets in C
3 Trombones
2 Tubas
Timpani

4 Percussion
Percussion {: Glockenspiel
Percussion 2: Crotales, High Triangle
Percussion 3: Chimes, 2 High Triangles
Percussion 4: 2 High Triangles, Suspended Cymbal, Brake Drums

Piano
Celesta
‘Quarter-Tone Piano
(may be played on Sampler)
2 Harps

Childrens Chorus
Chorus

Pre-recorded Sounds

Strings

The special clef, used in the Quarter-tone Piano and Quarter-tone Violin ensemble,
indicates that all pitches sound one quarter-tone higher than written.

References to “The Unanswered Question” by Charles Ives
used by permission of Peer International Corporation
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Celesta

Cityscape

Boy's Voice

Young

Man’s Voice
Man's Voice

Violin Il

Viola

Celio
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NB.Solo Trumpet: preferably in the balcony behind the audience.
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NB. Chorus: very subtle crescendos and diminuendos
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David Ocker, engraver
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